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•
THISmorning we are to make a study of
the Gospel according to Luke, which pre
sents the Lord Jesus Christ in His perfect
manhood. In our former studies, we have learned
that Matthew presents Jesus Christ as the Son of
David, the Son of Abraham, the Heir to David's
throne, and the covenant Heir to Abraham's land.
In Matthew, Christ is seen as the fulfillment of the
great prophecy in Jeremiah 2 3: 5 : "Behold, the days
come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David
a righteous Branch, and a KING shall reign and
* A radio message by Louis T. Talbot, who speaks over
Radio Station KMPC, every morning, Tuesday to Friday,
11 to 11:30 A. M .

96059

2

A MESSAGE FROM LUKE'S GOSPEL

prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in
the earth." We have also seen that Mark's Gospel
presents Jesus Christ as the perfect Servant of
Jehovah, fulfilling a second great portrait of Him
as found in the Old Testament in Zechariah 3 :8:
" Behold, I will bring forth my SERVANT the
Branch,"
In the study that is before us this morning, we
see the Lord Jesus presented as the perfect Son of
Man, the fulfillment of a third great portrait of Him
as found in the Old Testament, in Zechariah 6:12:
"Behold the MAN whose name is The Branch," We
shall also see how Luke's delineation of Christ cor
responds with the third living one that John saw
in the midst of the throne, as recorded in Revela
tion 4:7.
In John's vision, the fir.s t living one was like a
lion, corresponding to the theme of Matthew's
Gospel, in which Jesus Christ is portrayed as the
Lion of the Tribe of Judah. The second living one
was like an ox, corresponding to Mark's Gospel,
which presents Jesus Christ as the perfect Servant of
Jehovah. The third living one had a face as a man,
corresponding to the subject matter of Luke's
Gospel. The fourth living one was like a flying
eagle, corresponding to the Gospel according to
John, which presents Jesus Christ as the eternal Son
of the eternal God.
As we come to the study of the Gospel according
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to Luke, it should he with a spirit of deep reverence
in our hearts, and a desire to closely adhere to the
exact words of Scripture. What a divine mystery
we have set before us in this Gospell Jesus Christ
is not only the eternal Son; He is also a real man.
He is seen as the God-Man. John deals with His
deity, while Luke lays emphasis upon His humanity.
This is a great mystery; for, as the Apostle Paul
has expressed it: " ... Great is the mystery of god
liness: God was manifest in the flesh. . . " ( I Tim.

3: 16).
As we study the Old Testament types, we realize
how carefully the Spirit of God has guarded the
perfection of the emblems typifying our Lord's
perfect humanity. For instance, the passover lamb
had to be without spot and without blemish. The
manna that fell in the wilderness, and was the
wilderness food of the people, was white in color
and its taste like wafers made with honey. The
meal offering (Lev. 2) , was of "fine flour unleavened, mingled with oil," and frankincense was put
upon it. How significant these instructions are! The
fine flour speaks of the fact that there was no coarse
ness, no uneveness in the perfect humanity of the
Lord Jesus. In the Bible, leaven is always a type of
sin, and the absence of leaven emphasizes the fact
that there was no sin in the Man Christ Jesus. The
oil is a type of the Holy Ghost, and the frankincense
is a gum which, when pulverized, yields a sweet
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smelling savour. All these types pointed to that
perfect Man whose life was a sweet-smelling savour
to God, and they remind us also of those occasions
in the life of Christ when God opened the heavens,
and looking upon that toiling Man said, "This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
In the study of the Gospel according to Luke,
you will find two truths emphasized. The first is
the reality of the humanity of Jesus, and the second,
the perfection of that humanity as contrasted with
the total depravity of the sons of Adam. In other
words, we behold the Son of Man in contrast with
the sons of men.

The Reality of the Humanity
of Jesus
In dealing with this subject, we find that Luke
gives more details in regard to the birth of Jesus
than does any other of the Evangelists. In these
details, he emphasizes first of all the fact that Jesus
had an actual, real, material body. There was a
philosophy in those days which was very similar to
the teaching of certain false cults in our day. This
philosophy held that God is impersonal, that matter
is unreal, and that the human body is a phantom.
Such a view was held by some who claimed to be
Christians; hence the warning given in I John 4:3:
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" And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh, is not of God."
You can readily see the relation between this
ancient philosophy and the doctrine of Christian
Science, Theosophy, New Thought, and other rel
igious systems that have come in the name of Christ
and yet deny the reality of the humanity of our
Lord. The heart of the teaching of these cults is
that God is an impersonal mind, that Christ is an
idea conceived in the mind of men, and that the
body of Jesus was just a phantom-or, in the lang
uage of Christian Science, " a corporeal concept."
We shall turn now to the Scripture and see how
Luke's Gospel refutes such arguments as these, and
emphasizes the reality of the humanity of Christ.
Let us turn to chapter two where we find recorded
the account of the birth of Jesus. At once one is
arrested by the minute details connected with the
birth of the Babe of Bethlehem. These details are
not recorded in Matthew, nor are they recorded in
Mark or John.
Consider Luke 2: 7: "And she brought forth her
firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger." Everything connected
with that statement emphasizes the fact that it was
a real body that was born, and not just simply a
spiritualized body or an "idea." Please note the
swaddling clothes with which the Baby was clothed.
It may be possible to spiritualize clothes, but it would
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be impossible to spiritualize swaddling clothes. It
would be ridiculous to talk about putting swaddling
clothes around an "idea."
The reference to the child's being laid in a
manger not only emphasizes the reality of the body
of Jesus, but also points forward to the purpose
for which He had come into the world. That pur
pose was to become "one sacrifice for sins for
ever." It is around the manger that cattle and oxen,
sheep and lambs gather. It was animals of this
kind that were sacrificed on Jewish altars, fore
shadowing Christ's sacrifice on Calvary. Within the
manger was found the Son of God, the fulfillment
of every Old Testament type. In Christ's death on
Calvary, atonement for sins was provided for all
men, and since that offering has been made none
other will avail.
Then again, in Luke 2:52 we read the following:
"And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature." This
means, of course, that He grew in mind and body.
This fact is recorded immediately following the
account of how Mary and Joseph, His parents, had
found Him in the temple, asking and answering
questions. How intensely human all this is! Luke
is the only one that records this incident, because
the asking and the answering of questions emphasize
His humanity.
In chapter 3, our Lord's genealogy is recorded,
and at once you will recognize the difference be-
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tween this record and the genealogy in Matthew 1.
We will not have time to go into a lengthy discussion
concerning the difference in these genealogies. Just
a word will suffice. Matthew's genealogy traces
Jesus' descent through Joseph, His legal father,
going back to David and Abraham, in order to
prove His legal claims to the throne. In Luke's
Gospel however, His descent is traced through Mary,
going back to David, thus making Him a blood heir
to the throne. Luke, however, does not stop here,
but continues the genealogy, going back to Adam;
and conduding with God: "Adam, which was the
son of God" (Luke 3:38).
How this record harm
onizes with that wondrous statement which is a
quotation from a prophetic record of an utterance of
the Lord Jesus at the time of His incarnation: "Lo,
I come (in the volume of the book it is written of
me), to do thy will, O God" (Heb. 10:7), and
"a body hast thou prepared me" ( Heb. 10:5).
Again, in Luke 4:1, 2, we have something else
recorded that is worthy of notice: "And Jesus being
full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and
was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being forty
days tempted of the devil." Luke is the only one that
speaks of Jesus as being "full of the Holy Ghost."
This is in contrast, as we shall see, with the sons of
men who are filled with sin, filled with malice, filled
with murder, and filled with spiritual leprosy.
This emphasis upon the humanity of Jesus Christ
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is seen in the frequent use of the name, the "Son
of Man", as recorded in the following passages:
Luke 6:22, 9:22, 9:56, 11:30, 12:8, 17:22, 18:8,
19:10, 21:36, and 22:48.
In this connection, it is interesting to note those
circumstances connected with the death and resur
rection of Jesus Christ which are omitted in the
other Gospels. Luke is the only one who records
the dying robber's witness to the human perfections
of Christ: "This man hath done nothing amiss"
(23:41).
Luke is the only one who records the
centurion's testimony to Christ's righteousness as a
man: "Now when the centurion saw what was done,
he glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a right
eous man" (23:47).
Continuing on to the account
of the resurrection, we will turn to chapter 24 where
we have the record of the Saviour's walking with
the two disciples on the way to Emmaus. In this
same chapter, we have another scene that only Luke
records. This scene sets forth the fact that the
human body of the Lord Jesus was raised from the
dead. In that human body He is now seated at God's
right hand. Jesus said to the disciples: "Behold my
hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me,
and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye
see me have" ( 24:39). And to demonstrate tha t
fact He ate broiled fish in their presence (24:42).
Note the words "and He did eat. " He did not
pretend to eat. He did eat, thus proving the reality
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of His body. Please note the relation between the
swaddling clothes in the first chapter and the broiled
fish in the last, each circumstance demonstrating
the reality of the body. Do you know, my brother,
that Jesus, while He is the Son of God, is still a real
Man? I am glad He is, for as a man, He is touched
with the feeling of our infirmities, and as God, He
is able to succor them that are tempted.
Luke's Gospel concludes with a beautiful scene.
If you will turn to chapter 2 4: 5 0, 5 1, you may read:
"And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and
he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it
came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted
from them, and carried up into heaven." Please
note that the record does not say that Christ ascend
ed, but that He was carried up into heaven-pre
supposing the fact of a real body.

The Sons of Men
Contrasted with the Son of Man
Now, in the second place, note what Luke
records about the sons of men, Adam's fallen race,
in contrast with the perfect, holy Son of Man. Let
us turn to the beginning of this Gospel and read
the following: "And they had no child, because
that Elisabeth was barren" ( 1 : 7), " And Zacharias
said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? for
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I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years"
(1:18).
In these verses, we have a description that
only Luke gives of Elisabeth, the mother, and
Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist. One is
barren and the other full of unbelief. Why are those
imperfections recorded? Because they are symbolic
of the spiritual condition of Adam's race. The race
is barren, devoid of any possibility of bringing forth
fruit unto God; it is as barren spiritually as Elisabeth
was physically. And just as Elisabeth needed a mir
acle to be performed that her barrenness might be
turned to fruitfulness, so every child of Adam needs
to experience the miracle of the new birth in order
to bring forth spiritual fruit unto God. Barrenness
and unbelief! How significant and all-inclusive are
these two words!
The depravity of the human race is further sug
gested in the following statement: "And it came to
pass in those days, that there went out a decree
from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be
taxed" (2:1). This is another incident that only
Luke records. The fact of the world's being taxed
is mentioned because this taxation symbolizes the
burdens that are placed by Satan, the god of this
world, upon all his captives. Every unconverted
man is a slave upon whom the devil imposes his
demands. How significant it is, my friends, that
Jesus was born at the time of the levying of the
taxes. He left glory to live in a realm where taxes
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had been imposed. He came into the world to die,
and in His death take all of your demerit-your
"taxes" and mine upon Himself. Thank God, He
paid the bill so that if a "man be in Christ, he is a
new creature: old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new" ( 2 Cor. 5:17).
Can
you sing, "Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe?"
The description of the human race continues in
Luke 4:28, 29: "And all they in the synagogue,
when they heard these things, were filled with wrath,
And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and
led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city
was built, that they might cast him down headlong."
Think of the motives of these men in contrast with
the spirit of Jesus. He was filled with the Holy
Ghost, and His enemies, representing the whole
human race, were filled with murder, hate, and mal
ice. What a contrast!
In Luke 5: 12, the darkness deepens: "And it
came to pass, when he was in a certain city, behold
a man full of leprosy; who seeing Jesus fell on his
face, and besought him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt,
thou canst make me clean." Luke is the only one
who speaks of the fact that the sufferer was "full
of leprosy." Matthew records this event, but simply
states, "Behold, there came a leper." Luke says that
he was "full of leprosy." Please note the contrast:
The Son of Man, full of the Holy Ghost, and the
sons of men full of the leprosy of sin.
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In Luke 10, we find the parable of the good
Samaritan. Luke is the only evangelist who records
this parable--a picture of the human race on its
downward path. You remember that in the Old
Testament a curse had been pronounced upon the
man who was to rebuild Jericho. Jerusalem was the
city of God. Jericho was the accursed city. This
man, going from Jerusalem to Jericho, typifies the
human race on its downward path from the city of
God, where there is fellowship and communion, to
the place of sin, with its wages, and the curse. In
the story, the good Samaritan, of course, is Jesus,
the Son of Man. The wine and oil poured into the
wounds symbolize the blood of the atonement and
the gift of the Holy Ghost which are the only rem
edies for humanity's ills.
Luke is the only one who records the parable of
the lost sheep (15:1-7).
How silly a sheep is!
When it is lost, it cannot find its way home. Man
is like that. In spite of all his wisdom and scientific
knowledge, of himself he cannot know God. He can
only be found by the Shepherd going out and finding
him. Jesus, the Son of Man, came into the world
to seek and to save that which is lost.
In Luke 16, we have the account of the rich man
and Lazarus, setting forth the selfishness of the
human race. In chapter 18, we read the parable of
the Pharisee in the temple, typifying man' s self-
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righteousness. Luke is the only one of the Gospel
writers who records these parables.
Thus, in the Gospel according to Luke, we
find, on the one hand, the spotless Son of Man,
filled with holiness, full of the Holy Ghost, well
pleasing to the Father; and, on the other hand, the
human race, which includes you and me, barren,
incapable of producing fruit unto God, filled with
unbelief, taxed by the devil, full of everything that
leprosy represents, having left the city of God and
having reached the place of the curse. Why is this
contrast given? It is given in order to show, my
dear brother, not only your helplessness and your
need of a Saviour, but also to present the Lord Jesus
Christ, the holy, harmless Son of God, whose name
was called Jesus because He would "save His people
from their sins." Have you received Him as Saviour
-do you know this God-Man as your Lord?
In conclusion, it is interesting to note how each
of these Gospels close. Matthew gives no account
of Christ's ascension, for, as the King, He belongs
to the earth. The last scene in Matthew in which
we see Him, is the one in which He is seen on a
mountain directing His disciples ( Matt. 28:18).
The mountain is a symbol of His earthly kingdom
that is yet future, and the scene is prophetic of that
day when in His kingdom, His law shall go forth
in government. The last scene in Mark is given in
16:20 where we read: " And they went forth, and
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preached every where, the Lord working with them,
and confirming the word with signs following."
As the perfect Servant, He has sent forth His dis
ciples, and He is represented as working with them.
The last scene in Luke is one where He, as the perfect
Man, is "carried up into heaven" that we might
have as a high priest at God's right hand, One who
is human as well as divine. How complete the mes
sage of the Word of God is, and how accurately
the Spirit of God has inspired men to write! Truly,
" holy men of God spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost." (2 Pe. 1:21).
As I close this message, I wonder if I am speaking
to a discouraged and disheartened child of God. If
so, look up, my friend, and behold the Man in the
glory who is seated at the right hand of God "ever
living to make intercession for you!" He is acqu
ainted with every pang of pain. Every tear of yours
touches His great heart of love. He walked the earth
as a man and was known as the Man of Sorrows!
He is now in the glory a real man, yet very God.
Because He is Man, He is "touched by all the feeling
of our infirmities;" but because He is God, He is
" able to succour them that are tempted."
Some time ago there was placed in my hand the
following beautiful poem, "The Man in the Glory,"
which has brought great blessing to me. I beg of
you, my brother, to READ it, and BELIEVE it, that
you too, might share my blessing:-
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The Man in the Glory
"The Man Christ Jesus."-( I Tim. ii. 5.)
I wake in the morning with thoughts of His love
Who is living for me in the glory above,
In glad hope awaiting till He calls me away,
And that keeps me bright as I go day by day;
But the moments speed forward, and on comes the noon,
Yet still I am singing, "He'll come very soon;"
And thus I am watching from morning to night,
More than they who desire to see the daylight. (Ps. cxxx. 6.)
There's a Man in the glory I know very well,
I have known Him for years, and His goodness can tell;
One day, in His mercy, He knocked at my door,
And, seeking admission, knocked many times o'er;
But when I went to Him, and stood face to face,
And listened awhile to His story of grace.How he suffered for sinners, and put away sin,
I heartily, thankfully, welcomed Him in.
We have lived on together a number of years,
And that's why I have neither doubtings nor fears,
For my sins are all hid in the depths of the sea;
They were cast away there by the Man on the tree.
I am often surprised why the lip should be curled,
When I speak of my Lord to the man of the world,
And notice with sorrow his look of disdain
When I tell him that Jesus is coming again.
He seems so content with his houses and gold,
While despising the Ark, like the people of old.
And yet at His coming I'm sure he would flee,
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Like the man in the garden, who ate of the tree.

I cannot but think it is foolish of souls
To put all their money in "bags that have holes,"
To find, in the day that is coming apace,
How lightly they valued the "riches of grace."
As fond as I am of His work in the field,
I would let go the plow, I would lay down the shield,
The weapons of service I would put on the shelf,
And the sword in its scabbard, to be with Himself;
But I'll work on with pleasure, while keeping my eyes
On the end of the field, where standeth the prize.
I would work for His glory, that when we shall meet,
I may have a large sheaf to lay down at His feet,
That He too with pleasure His fruit may review.
Is the Man in the glory a stranger to you?
A stranger to Jesus? what! do you not know
He is washing poor sinners much whiter than snow?
Have you lived in a land where the Bible's unknown
That you don't know the Man who is now on the throne?
Ah, did you but know of His beauty and power,
You would not be a stranger another half hour.
I have known Him so long that I am able to say,
The very worst sinner He'll not turn away.
The question of sin, I adoringly see,
The Man in the glory has settled for met ·
And as to my footsteps, whatever the scene,
The Man in the glory is keeping me clean;
And therefore I'm singing, from morning to night,
The Man in the glory is all my delight.
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